
* The 2019-2020 school year (during FY 2020) ended in-person learning in mid-March. 
* All complaints from SROs may not be captured if the officer’s role was not documented or known by the worker 

at the time of the complaint. Some jurisdictions assign cases to SROs that may not have occurred at school or 
school events. 

 

Statewide Juvenile Intake Complaints from School Resource Officers (SROs) 
FY 2017-2020 

 
• An average of 3,424 juvenile intake complaints per FY were from SROs, 

totaling 7.1% of all juvenile intake complaints. 
o The most frequent types of offenses from SROs were Class 1 

Misdemeanor Assault, Class 1 Misdemeanor Disorderly Conduct, non-
Class 1 Misdemeanor Narcotics, and the status offense of purchase or 
possession of tobacco. 

• A higher percentage (88.2%) of juvenile intake complaints from SROs were for 
non-felony offenses compared to other complainants (78.0%). The majority of 
complaints from SROs (62.4%) were Class 1 Misdemeanors, compared to 
35.6% from other complainants. 

• Juvenile intake complaints from SROs were slightly less racially 
disproportionate than complaints from other sources, though Black youth were 
still disproportionately represented.  

• Across offense severities, a higher percentage of juvenile intake complaints 
from SROs (62.6%) were for youth under 16 years of age compared to other 
complainants (43.7%).  

• Less than half (38.6%) of juvenile intake complaints from SROs were 
petitioned as the initial intake decision, compared to 65.0% from other 
complainants.  

o This pattern in petition rate differences occurred across age and racial 
groups and offense severities. For example, the petition rate was lower 
for felony complaints from SROs compared to felony complaints from 
other sources.  

o As DJJ focuses on increasing diversions as part of the agency’s 
Transformation Plan, the petition rate for complaints from SROs has 
shifted substantially over the past four FYs, decreasing from 47.8% in 
FY 2017 to 31.2% in FY 2020.  

o Diversion plans for complaints from SROs had slightly higher success 
rates (87.8%) compared to other complainants (83.4%) across all offense 
severities (not shown in graphs that follow). 



1.2On average, an intake case from an SRO included           complaints.

Statewide Juvenile Intake Complaints, FY 2017-2020
(SRO = School Resource Officer; counts and percentages are not displayed for groups with five or fewer complaints)
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Statewide Juvenile Intake Complaints from
SROs vs. Other Complainants, FY 2017-2020
(SRO = School Resource Officer; percentages are not displayed for groups with five or fewer complaints or due to spacing)
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All
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ASL-1313-M1 SIMPLE ASSAULT / ASSAULT AND BATTERY
DIS-5311-M1 DISORDERLY CONDUCT
NAR-3020-M9 POSSESS - FIRST OFFENSE
FAM-3856-J9 Purchase, attempted purchase or possession of tobacco by minor
ASL-1312-M1 SIMPLE ASSAULT, ON A TEACHER, PRINCIPAL ETC.
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Most Common Virginia Crime Codes (VCCs) from SROs, FY 2017-2020
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Statewide Juvenile Intake Complaints
from SROs by Offense, FY 2017-2020
(SRO = School Resource Officer; counts are not displayed for groups with five or fewer complaints; darker blue indicates
higher counts of complaints)
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