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D]JJ BOARD EXPANDS OVERSIGHT OF YOUTH IN JUVENILE
DETENTION CENTERS THROUGH THIRD PARTY CONTRACTS

Change Will Provide Department of Juvenile Justice With Oversight for Immigrant
Youth in Federal Custody Who Are Held in Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center

Richmond, VA, Sept. 6 — In response to recommendations contained in an investigative
report requested in June by Gov. Ralph Northam, the Board of Virginia Department of Juvenile
Justice on Wednesday voted to expand its oversight of youth housed in local Virginia juvenile
detention centers who are there through a contract with an outside entity, including immigrant
youth in federal custody being housed the Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center (SVJC) in
Staunton, VA.

At the same meeting, the Board also followed up on another recommendation in the
report by agreeing to hear expert presentations on the use of mechanical restraints, and
specifically the use of restraint chairs, in juvenile correction and detention centers at its next
meeting on Nov. 7, and to consider whether to alter the current regulations which permit the
use of the restraint chair.

The Board actions came in response to requests made by the Director of the Virginia
Department of Juvenile Justice (D]J), Andrew Block, who gave a presentation to the Board
regarding current conditions at the SV]JC, which was named in a federal lawsuit filed by
immigrant youth in federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) custody who had been placed
there.

At the meeting on Wednesday, the Board approved a fast-tracked regulatory change that
would require that any contract between a local juvenile detention center and an outside entity,
such as ORR, meet DJJ regulatory and certification requirements, and give DJ]J staff the same
access to youth in that program as they have to other youth in the facility.

Director Block, when asking the Board for the regulatory change, stated, “During our
investigation, we realized that our Certification Unit and our Quality Assurance Unit had no
legal access to the youth in the federally-run ORR program. We strongly believe that if any
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youth are housed in a Virginia juvenile detention center or correctional center, we must have
access to them and that any program in such a facility, at a minimum, meets our regulatory
standards.”

“It is important that all youth housed in detention centers be subject to state oversight,
regardless of the reason they are there or which program placed them there,” said DJ] Board
chair Jennifer Woolard after the meeting. “The Board very much appreciates the update on the
situation with SVJC, and looks forward to an informed discussion on the use of mechanical
restraints generally, and restraint chairs specifically, and whether or not there is still a place for
this device in our juvenile detention and correctional centers.”

Click HERE to read DJJ’s final report.
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https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/secretary-of-public-safety-and-homeland-security/pdf/Virginia-DJJ-Report-of-Findings.pdf

