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A Message from 
DJJ Director Andy Block

All-Hands Effort Results In 178 Visits 

Nearly three-quarters of all Beaumont and Bon Air 
Juvenile Correctional Center residents were visited by at 
least one, and often multiple, family members on Dec. 18 as a 
result of an agencywide effort that offers free transportation 
to any family in the Commonwealth who needed it in order 
to visit their loved ones at holiday time. An estimated 550 
people either used DJJ-provided transportation or drove 
themselves to the JCCs to visit 178 residents. 

“My heart was warmed by the incredible teamwork 
that I witnessed between the JCC and CSU staff who 
worked together to ensure that this most important event 
was successful,” said Deputy Director for Community 
Programs Valerie Boykin.  “I had an opportunity to speak 
with many youth and families, and they were all so pleased 
and appreciative of this special time to break bread together 
and enjoy the wonderful meal prepared by the staff.”  

“With the partnerships we have forged with our two 
transportation providers, James River Transportation 
and VanGo, we had the resources to be able to offer a 
ride to any DJJ family, regardless of where they live,” 
said Reentry Program Manager Ashaki McNeil, who 
spearheaded the effort. “So we contacted every one of 
our Court Service Units to get probation officers to 
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contact their families. They made phone calls, and they 
knocked on doors to invite them.” McNeil said that in 
some cases, buses picked up families at their homes if 
they could not get to designated bus stops.

When families arrived at the facility either by bus 
or on their own, they and their residents were provided 
games and activities to participate in, as well as a full 
meal of fried chicken or turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing 
and green beans prepared by the JCCs’ culinary staff. 
“Everyone got a meal, even those residents who did not 
get visitors,” McNeil said. “We provided a meal to more 
than 1,000 people in all.” Residents with children were 
encouraged to buy gifts and give them to their kids. By 
day’s end, 75 percent of Beaumont JCC’s 103 residents 
and 72 percent of Bon Air’s 138 residents had received 
visitors, for an agencywide visitation rate of 73.5 percent.

“This event would not have been possible without 
the cooperation and collaboration of all areas of the 
facilities, as well as the CSUs, the Department of 
Education and Central Office personnel,” said Aaron 
Dixon, Assistant Superintendent at Beaumont JCC.

“I think it was a huge success,” said Residential 
Program Manager Joyce Holmon. “The staff, residents 
and families were all excited and overwhelmed with 
pleasant emotions. We were extremely pleased with 
the tremendous amount of support from the CSUs and 
Central Office staff who came out to to help make the 
day a memorable one for all involved.”

“Coming just before Christmas, this visit was 
especially meaningful to our residents and their 
families,” said DJJ Director Andy Block. “We hope the 
overwhelming success of this weekend will inspire our 
residents’ families to visit often. Helping make more 
visits happen is a good investment for us, as the support 
that family members provide their sons and daughters 
is critical to their success while they are with us and 
when they return home.”


