Substances

The data presented in this section are collected using the
Offense History Data (Appendix A), Social History In-
formation (Appendix B), and Psychological Information
(Appendix C) forms. These data points are presented
together to paint a picture of the juvenile population’s
involvement with substances at a number of levels, in-
cluding substance use, substance abuse, substance dis-
orders, and trafficking.

Evaluation and Treatment of Substance
Issues at DJJ

This section includes a breakdown of the juvenile pop-
ulation by substance abuse risk category, which is as-
sessed and measured using the SASSI. The SASSI is a
psychological assessment tool used by staff in the JCCs
to identify juveniles who are at a high risk for substance
disorders. The SASSI addresses a number of topics di-
rectly related to substances such as frequency of experi-
ences with drugs and alcohol, the effect of substances on
daily activities, family and social environment associa-
tion with substances, and personal attitudes and beliefs
about substances. The instrument also asks a number
of questions that seem unrelated to substance use but
have been proven to be associated with these behaviors.
Juveniles are placed into one of three categories based
on their results: low probability of substance disorder,
abusive, and dependent.

DJJ operates substance abuse treatment programs for
juveniles with a history of substance use or a high prob-
ability of future substance use. The treatment programs
use a combination of motivational enhancement thera-
py and cognitive behavior therapy. Juveniles are placed
in a basic program for 5 weeks or an extended program
for 12 weeks, depending on their individual needs. In-
formation on juveniles in the substance abuse treatment
programs is not presented in this section; instead, it is
included with the treatment program information in the
Offenses section because it is often directly related to ju-
veniles’ offenses and can affect a juvenile’s LOS if he or
she requires extended treatment.
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Substance Use and Delinquency

Many juvenile criminal offenses directly involve sub-
stance use, and a number of studies have found a link
between substance abuse and non-substance related
offenses (Chassin, 2008; Prichard & Payne, 2005). For
instance, a study of teenage boys in detention centers
in Australia found that a majority (70%) reported being
under the influence of drugs or alcohol at the time of
their most recent criminal offense. Additionally, almost
half (44%) of the juveniles in the study who had a bur-
glary charge reported committing the act in order to get
money to purchase more drugs or alcohol (Prichard &
Payne, 2005).

Comparison to National Statistics

According to a national survey conducted by SAMHSA
(2013) on adolescents aged 12 to 17 from 2002 through
2012, 6% were classified with substance abuse or depen-
dence disorder. The percentage of juveniles admitted to
DJJ’s direct care with a substance abuse or dependence
disorder increased from 58% in FY 2004 to 71% in FY
2013, well over the national average reflected in the sur-
vey.

Substance Offenses

Between FY 2009 and FY 2013, 6% of juveniles were ad-
mitted for substance-related offenses as their most se-
rious offense. Furthermore, the percentage of juveniles
with a substance offense as their most serious offenses
has decreased in the past 10 years. Based on VCSC of-
fense categories, the percentage of admissions with a
drug offense as their most serious offense decreased
from 8% in FY 2004 to 2% in FY 2013. The percentage of
juveniles with an alcohol offense as their most serious
offense remained below 1% since FY 2009.
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Drug Use & Drug Trafficking
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Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form.
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FY 2011-2013
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Substance-Related Problems

Chronic Drug Use,
FY 2011-2013
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» An average of 32% of juve-
niles reported occasional
drug use since FY 2011.

»

¥

An average of 66% of juve-
niles reported chronic drug
use since FY 2011.

An average of 44% of juve-
niles reported chronic alco-
hol use since FY 2011.

» The percentage of juveniles
whose substance abuse in-
terfered with their daily
lives increased from 41% in
FY 2011 to 54% in FY 2013.

An average of 37% of juve-
niles’ offenses were linked
to substance use since FY
2011.

» A higher percentage of
males reported chronic
drug use than females.

»

¥

»

¥

» A lower percentage of
younger juveniles reported
chronic alcohol use than
older juveniles.

»

¥

Alower percentage of black
juveniles reported chronic
alcohol use compared to
white juveniles and juve-
niles of other races.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form.
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Substance-Related Problems, cont.

» A lower percentage of
younger juveniles reported
that substance abuse inter-
fered with their daily lives
compared to older juve-
niles.

» A lower percentage of
black juveniles reported
that substance abuse inter-
fered with their daily lives
compared to white juve-
niles and juveniles of other
races.

» A lower percentage of
younger juveniles reported
that their offenses were
linked to substance use
compared to older juve-
niles.

» A higher percentage of
white juveniles reported
that their offenses were
linked to substance use
compared to black juve-
niles and juveniles of other
races.

» A higher percentage of
males reported that their
offenses were linked to
substance use compared to
females.
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Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form.




Profiles of Committed Juveniles FY 2004-2013 | 83

Substance Abuse Category (from SASSI)
Substance Abuse Category, FY 2009-2013 » Juveniles are assigned a
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Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form.
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Substance Disorders

» Prior to FY 2007, substance
abuse and substance de-
pendence disorders were
captured together during
a juvenile’s psychological
evaluation. For the pur-
pose of presenting 10 year
trending, the two disorders
were combined for FY 2007
to FY 2013. The graphs on
this page present the infor-
mation on a juvenile with
significant symptoms of ei-
ther substance disorder.

» The percentage of juveniles
that showed significant
symptoms of a substance
disorder increased from
58% in FY 2004 to 71% in
FY 2013.

» A lower percentage of
younger juveniles showed
significant symptoms of a
substance disorder com-
pared to older juveniles.

» A higher percentage of
white juveniles showed
significant symptoms of a
substance disorder com-
pared to black juveniles
and juveniles of other rac-
es.

» A higher percentage of
males showed significant
symptoms of a substance
disorder compared to fe-
males.

Substance Disorders, FY 2004-2013
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According to the 2013
National Survey on Drug Use
and Health conducted by
SAMHSA, the percentage of
youth aged 12 to 17 with
substance dependence or
abuse declined from 9% in
2002 to 6% in 2012.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form.
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Substance Disorders, cont.

Substance Abuse Disorder by Race,
FY 2009-2013
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» Five-year trending is pre-
sented for substance abuse
and substance dependence
disorders separately.

» An average of 51% of ju-
veniles showed significant
symptoms of substance
abuse disorder since FY
2009.

» A lower percentage of
white juveniles showed
significant symptoms of
substance abuse disorder
compared to black juve-
niles and juveniles of other
races.

» An average of 27% of ju-
veniles showed significant
symptoms of substance
dependence disorder since
FY 2009.

» A lower percentage of
younger juveniles showed
significant symptoms of
substance dependence dis-
order compared to older
juveniles.

» A lower percentage of
black juveniles showed
significant symptoms of
substance dependence dis-
order compared to white
juveniles and juveniles of
other races.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form.
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Previous Inpatient Substance Abuse Treatment

> The percentage of juveniles {f prayjiys |npatient Substance Abuse Treatment, FY 2004-2013
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Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form.




