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Dr. Floyd Set High Standard For Our Residents’ Education
In July, Dr. Lisa Floyd left DJJ after five 

years of dedicated service as Deputy Director 
for Education. DJJ wishes Dr. Floyd well in her 
future endeavors. Among her many contributions 
to DJJ, Dr. Floyd led the following:

• Created Triad teacher teams to co-
teach students in support of the Community 
Treatment Model.

Sixty-eight Yvonne B. Miller High School 
students celebrated with their families, friends 
and teachers June 21 when they received their 
diplomas or GED certificates at YBMHS’s annual 
commencement ceremony in front of a packed 
gymnasium.

In opening remarks, DJJ Director Valerie 
Boykin shared pride in their accomplishments 
and encouragement for the future, and Secretary 
of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian 

Left: Sec. Brian Moran congratulates graduates. Center: Yvonne B. Miller High School graduates celebrate their graduation 
with the traditional hat toss. Right: Former NFL running back Howard Stevens addresses residents and guests.

68 Graduate In Gym Packed With Families

Moran provided congratulatory remarks on 
behalf of himself and Assistant Secretary Jae 
K. Davenport, who also attended. Program 
Administrator Dr. Mark Hudson introduced seven 
students who shared reflections, essays, and 
original poetry on their educational experiences. 

The keynote speaker was Howard M. Stevens, 
a former NFL football player. Stevens shared a 
message of inspiration, coming from behind, and 
working hard to achieve dreams.  

• Increased number of fully licensed and 
endorsed teachers from 55% in 2014-15 to 93% 
in 2018-19.  

• SOL test pass rates in algebra more than 
doubled from 21% in 2014-15 to 55% in 2017-18, 
and rose from 37% to 81% in reading over that 
same period. The average graduation rate among 
eligible seniors was 90% over last three years.
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New Simulators Fuel Real Hopes

Bon Air resident “John” 
has always enjoyed jobs that 
require a steady hand. So when 
he found out about Yvonne 
B. Miller Post-Secondary 
Program’s new simulators 
that teach welding and how to 
operate heavy machines such 
as a forklift and a backhoe, 
John immediately knew which 
one he wanted to go for.

“I chose welding,” he says. 
“I like it. It’s pretty interesting. 
We learn something new every 
day. I could see myself doing 
it.” John now knows that, 
whatever path he chooses to 
take in his future, he will feel 
confident because he will enter 
the marketplace with a skill 
that is traditionally well-paid.

John’s experience is one 
that Yvonne B. Miller  Post-
Secondary instructors hope 
is repeated in many forms 
as more residents sign up 
to take advantage of the 
new simulators. They can 
train residents entry-level 
and advanced-level welding, 
as well as how to operate a 
bulldozer, backhoe and forklift, 
explains DJJ’s Director of Post-
Secondary Programs Deana 
Williams. “One of our focuses 
for Post-Secondary is to provide 
programs for students based 
on their interests, job market 
trends, needs of local businesses, 
and jobs that are often available 
to people who have previously 
been incarcerated,” says 

Heavy Machine, 
Welding Classes 
Offer New Skills

Education staff and instructors involved in the welding and heavy machine 
operator program, from left: Susan Templeton, Program Support Technician; 
Willie Jackson, Academic Teacher; Michael Rivers, Academic Instructor; 
Martin Burch, Compliance Specialist; Deana Williams, Director of Post-
Secondary Programs; Percy Brewer, Special Education Teacher; Reginald 
Branch, Academic Teacher. 
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Simulators (Continued from page 3)

Above: Instructor Willie 
Jackson observes a 
resident operate a forklift 
simulator. Below: John 
Tyler Community College 
Instructor Bruce Peterson 
guides a Bon Air resident 
through his first-ever exercise 
on a real forklift.

Williams.  “My goal is to expand 
courses in multiple industries 
that will give students a greater 
chance of success when competing 
in a career of their choice.”

“Welders and heavy machine 
operators are good paying jobs, 
and they are always needed, so 
these residents will already be in 
demand in the workplace when 
they complete their training,” 
says instructor Willie Jackson. 
A John Tyler Community 
College staff member also visits 
three times a week to teach 
students. 

Williams felt heavy machine 
operating and welding were 
good places to start, since the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
expects the industry demand for 
welders to grow by 26 percent 
by 2020, and the demand for 
heavy machine operators to 
grow by 12 percent by 2026. 
“These jobs also offer higher-
than-average starting salaries, 
good benefits, and job security,” 
Williams notes.

The Welding and Heavy 
Machine Operator courses 
are joining the lineup of 
certified programs currently 
offered at Bon Air that 
include Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration 
(OSHA), NCCER Core, 
Certified Logistics Associates, 
Flagger, and accredited college 
courses. The certifications 
obtained through these 
programs will prepare students 
to pursue promising careers in 
manufacturing, construction, 
agriculture, plumbing and 
pipefitting, warehouse 
operations, and many others. 
John Tyler Community College 

and Reynolds Community 
College issue the certificates 
and credits. 

“I’m close to going home,” 
says a resident as he works 
the forklift simulator. “I had 
researched forklifting before the 
simulator ever got here, so I was 
excited about this opportunity. 
I really like it. I’d like to join a 
WalMart warehouse.”



By MEGHAN HAMM
Art Instructor

I attended a two-week papermaking, 
watermark, printmaking, and watermark class 
at the Museum of Paper and Watermark in 
Fabriano, Italy in June. This extraordinary 
learning adventure was made possible by an R.E.B. 
Excellence in Teaching Award grant presented to 
me by the Community Foundation last November. 

Along with my bookmaking mentor, Ginna 
Cullen, I worked with local artists and masters of 
paper to learn traditional, medieval methods of 
paper and bookmaking during the first seven days. 
Our class then traveled through northern Italy for 
the last seven days. We visited paper museums, 
galleries, artist studios, and print houses. We 
learned how to make paper from the locals who 
welcomed us into their community and homes. I 
also had the opportunity to visit Rome for a few 
days before I left to see the Vatican, the Sistine 
Chapel, and the Pantheon. 

I am excited to teach papermaking to my 
students this year in hopes they will learn to value 
where paper comes from and how it can be made in 
creative ways.  

Left, from top: Art Instructor 
Megham Hamm learns about 
making paper and prints by hand 
from Italian masters. Right: Meghan 
drains a mold containing a single 
sheet of handmade paper.

Meghan Hamm Follows Paper Trail
To Italy, Returns Inspired To Teach
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