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2 Family & Parenting

The Family & Parenting section uses information from 
various Social History Information (Appendix B), Psy-
chological Information (Appendix C), and Medical His-
tory (Appendix E) forms that are related to the juvenile’s 
family and home life prior to commitment. 

Self-reported information pertaining to physical and 
sexual assault victimization by a parent or family mem-
ber is also collected from the juvenile. Prior to FY 2011, 
this information was collected by case management staff 
on the Social History Information form. In order to col-
lect more detailed information, the fields were revised 
and moved to the Psychological Information form (col-
lected by BSU staff) beginning in FY 2011. To accom-
modate the revisions, new aggregate variables were 
created for this publication. The aggregate variables cre-
ated were: Victim of Any Sexual Abuse, Victim of Sex-
ual Abuse by a Family Member, and Victim of Physical 
Abuse by a Family Member.

The Effect of the Family on Delinquency
The family is a key factor in child and adolescent de-
velopment. The family is the most important social unit 
during early childhood and is responsible for emotional 
support, learning opportunities, moral guidance, self-
esteem, and physical necessities. When a family fails 
to provide these things and instead exhibits traits such 
as poor parenting skills, home discord, child maltreat-
ment, and antisocial parents, the juvenile is at a greater 
risk for delinquency (Lipsey & Derzon, 1998; Petrosino, 
Derzon, & Lavenberg, 2009; Thornberry, Smith, Rivera, 
Huizinga, & Stouthamer-Loeber, 1999). 

Mental illness in parents also presents a risk for children. 
These children have a higher risk of developing mental 
illness and are at risk for developing social, emotional, 
and/or behavioral problems (Travis & Waul, 2003). 

In a 2007 BJS report, Glaze and Maruschak (2010) report-
ed the number of children under 18 years of age with an 
incarcerated parent was 1.7 million. In addition to these 
children, there are also millions of others who have par-
ents that have been involved in the correctional system 
in some way. Children whose parents exhibit criminal 
behavior have a higher risk of committing crimes them-

selves. The timing of the parental criminal behavior 
might also have an impact on children.  For example, if 
the crime was committed before the child was born it is 
thought that the child would have a less likely chance to 
offend, but when parents are more frequent offenders, 
children have more opportunities to observe and imitate 
their parents’ criminal behavior and motivations (Mur-
ray, Farrington, Sekol, & Olsen, 2009). Additional attri-
butes which could affect delinquency include the family 
having a lower socioeconomic status, a lower interest 
in education, and poor or unstable housing (Travis & 
Waul, 2003; Glaze & Maruschak, 2010).  

Juvenile Exposure to Violence
A BJS report shows 1.6% of children between the ages of 
12 and 17 were victims of rape/sexual assault (Glaze & 
Maruschak, 2010). According Kilpatrick, Saunders, and 
Smith (2003) in a NIJ report, three out of four adoles-
cents who have been sexually assaulted were victimized 
by someone they knew well.  A child who is the victim 
of prolonged sexual abuse usually develops low self-
esteem, a feeling of worthlessness, and an abnormal or 
distorted view of sex. The child may become withdrawn 
and mistrustful of adults, and can become suicidal. 
Sexual abuse places children at high risk for serious and 
chronic health problems, including PTSD, depression, 
suicide risks, eating disorders, sleep disorders, sub-
stance abuse, and deviant sexual behavior (Listenbee et 
al., 2012). 

According to Finkelhor, Turner, Ormrod, and Hamby 
(2009), the National Survey of Children’s Exposure to 
Violence conducted by OJJDP between January and 
March 2008 found that 60.6% of the children surveyed 
experienced or witnessed violence within the year prior 
to the study. Many of these children were victims of as-
sault, robbery, vandalism, theft, or sexual assault. Of the 
surveyed children, 10.2% experienced maltreatment by 
a prominent adult in their lives, and 6.2% witnessed do-
mestic violence between their parents within the year 
prior to the study.
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Living Situation*
 x An average of 84% of ju-
veniles lived with a family 
member at the time of ad-
mission since FY 2004.

 x Less than 10% of juveniles 
lived in an out of home 
placement at the time of  
admission since FY 2004. 

 x An average of 11% of juve-
niles lived with both their 
biological mother and fa-
ther at the time of admis-
sion since FY 2004. 

 x A lower percentage of 
black juveniles lived with 
both parents at the time 
of admission compared to 
white juveniles and juve-
niles of other races. 

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males lived in out of home 
placements at the time of 
admission compared to 
males. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles lived in 
out of home placements 
at the time of admission 
compared to black juve-
niles and juveniles of other 
races. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 

* Data on juveniles with a cur-
rent living situation described as 
AWOL are not presented in this 
analysis. 

According to a report by the 
U.S. Census Bureau in 2009, 
60% of children under the 
age of 18 lived with both 

biological parents, 94% lived 
with at least one biological 

parent, 23% of children lived 
with their biological mother 
only, and 4% lived with their 

biological father only.

* “Both Mother & Father” includes both biological parents. “At Least One Parent” includes at 
least one biological parent. “Any Family Member” includes any biological family member, step-
parent, and adoptive parents.
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Current Living Situation with at Least One 
Biological Parent by Sex, FY 2004-2013
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Living Situation, cont.
 x A higher percentage of 
males lived with at least 
one parent at the time of 
admission. This trend is 
also true for juveniles liv-
ing with a family member 
at the time of admission.

 x A higher percentage of 
younger juveniles lived 
with a family member at 
the time of admission than 
older juveniles. 

 x A lower percentage of 
white juveniles lived with a 
family member at the time 
of admission compared to 
black juveniles and juve-
niles of other races. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 

Current Living Situation with Any Family 
Member by Age, FY 2004-2013
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Prior Living Situations
 x Juveniles admitted since 
FY 2004 had an average of 
2.8 prior living situations 
before admission. 

 x White juveniles had a high-
er average number of prior 
living situations than black 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races. 

 x Females had a higher aver-
age number of living situa-
tions than males. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 
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Prior Living Situation with Both Parents, FY 2004-2013
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Prior Living Situations, cont.
 x The percentage of juveniles 
who lived with both par-
ents at any point prior to 
admission decreased from 
56% in FY 2004 to 47% in 
FY 2013. 

 x A lower percentage of 
black juveniles lived with 
both parents at any point 
prior to admission. 

 x An average of 49% of ju-
veniles lived in an out of 
home placement at some 
point prior to admission 
since FY 2004. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles lived in 
an out of home placement 
at some point prior to ad-
mission compared to black 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races.

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males lived in an out of 
home placement at some 
point prior to admission 
compared to males.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Juveniles with Children, FY 2004-2013
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Children
 x An average of 11% of ju-
veniles had children at the 
time of admission since FY 
2004. 

 x A higher percentage of old-
er juveniles had children at 
the time of admission than 
younger juveniles. 

 x A lower percentage of 
white juveniles had chil-
dren at the time of admis-
sion than black juveniles 
and juveniles of other rac-
es. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Medical History form. 
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Attachment Issues, 
FY 2011-2013
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Family Issues
 x The percentage of juveniles 
with attachment issues in-
creased from 34% in FY 
2011 to 42% in FY 2013.

 x The percentage of juveniles 
with inadequate supervi-
sion increased from 59% in 
FY 2011 to 67% in FY 2013. 

 x An average of 60% of juve-
niles had inconsistent par-
enting since FY 2011.

 x An average of 50% of ju-
veniles had a poor rela-
tionship with their mother 
since FY 2011.

 x An average of 69% of juve-
niles had a poor relation-
ship with their father since 
FY 2011.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form. 
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Family & Parenting Issues, cont.
 x A lower percentage of 
black juveniles had attach-
ment issues compared to 
white juveniles and juve-
niles of other races.

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males had attachment is-
sues than males. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles and fe-
males experienced incon-
sistent parenting. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles and fe-
males had poor relation-
ships with their mother. 

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males had poor relation-
ships with their father. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Psychological Information form. 
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Parental Criminal Activity, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Criminal Activity
 x An average of 62% of ju-
veniles’ parents were in-
volved in criminal activity 
since FY 2004. Fathers were 
reported as the parent in-
volved in criminal activity 
most often. 

 x A lower percentage of old-
er juveniles had parents 
involved in criminal activi-
ties compared to younger 
juveniles. 

 x A lower percentage of ju-
veniles of other races had 
parents involved in crimi-
nal activity compared to  
white or black juveniles.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Parental Incarceration, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Incarceration
 x An average of 49% of juve-
niles had parents who had 
been incarcerated since FY 
2004. Fathers were report-
ed as the incarcerated par-
ent most often. 

 x A higher percentage of 
younger juveniles and 
black juveniles had parents 
who were incarcerated.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 

According to a 2008 
special report from 

BJS, 2.3% of children 
nationwide under 

the age of 18 had a 
parent in prison in 
2007; percentages 

varied among 
races: 6.7% of black 

children, 2.4% of 
Hispanic children, 

and less than 1% of 
white children had a 

parent in prison.
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Sibling Criminal Activity, FY 2004-2013
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Sibling Criminal Activity
 x An average of 38% of juve-
niles had siblings involved 
in criminal activity since 
FY 2004. 

 x A higher percentage of 
black juveniles had sib-
lings involved in criminal 
activity compared to white 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Parental Outpatient Mental Health Treatment, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Outpatient Mental Health Treatment
 x An average of 12% of ju-
veniles reported parents 
or parental figures with a 
history of outpatient men-
tal health treatment since 
FY 2004. Mothers were re-
ported as the treated par-
ent most often. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles reported 
parents or parental figures 
with a history of  outpa-
tient mental health treat-
ment compared to black 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races. 

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males reported parents or 
parental figures with a his-
tory of  outpatient mental 
health treatment compared 
to males.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 

18 | Family & Parenting



 Profiles of Committed Juveniles FY 2004-2013 | 19  

Parental Psychiatric Hospitalization, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Psychiatric Hospitalization
 x An average of 6% of ju-
veniles reported parents 
or parental figures with a 
history of psychiatric hos-
pitalization since FY 2004. 
Mothers were reported as 
the hospitalized parent 
most often.

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles reported 
parents with a history of 
psychiatric hospitalization 
compared to juveniles of 
any other race.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Parental Substance Abuse, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Substance Abuse
 x The percentage of juveniles 
who reported parental 
substance abuse decreased 
from 53% in FY 2004 to 43% 
in FY 2013. Fathers were re-
ported as the parent abus-
ing substances most often. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles reported 
parental substance abuse 
compared to black juve-
niles and juveniles of other 
races. 

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males reported parental 
substance abuse compared 
to males. 

 x The percentage of juveniles 
with signs of prenatal drug 
exposure decreased from 
13% in FY 2011 to 10% in 
FY 2013. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 

According to a 
National Survey on 

Drug Use and Health 
report published by 

SAMHSA in 2009, 
11.9% of children 

nationwide under the 
age of 18 lived with 
at least one parent 
who abused or was 

dependent on alcohol 
or an il l icit drug 

between 2002 and 
2007.
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Parental Abandonment, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Abandonment
 x The percentage of juveniles 
who reported parental 
abandonment decreased 
from 68% in FY 2004 to 
35% in FY 2013. Fathers 
were reported as the aban-
doning parent most often. 

 x A higher percentage of 
black juveniles reported 
parental abandonment 
compared to white juve-
niles and juveniles of other 
races.

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males reported parental 
abandonment  compared 
to males.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Parental Death, FY 2004-2013
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Parental Death
 x An average of 12% of ju-
veniles had a parental fig-
ure die prior to admission 
since FY 2004. 

 x An average of 7% of juve-
niles reported their father 
as being the parent who 
had died. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 
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Domestic Violence, FY 2004-2013
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Domestic Violence
 x An average of 23% of juve-
niles experienced domestic 
violence since FY 2004. Ju-
veniles most often reported 
domestic violence by their 
fathers.  

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles experi-
enced domestic violence 
compared to black juve-
niles and juveniles of other 
races. 

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males experienced domes-
tic violence compared to 
males.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History Information form. 



Physical Assault by a Family Member, FY 2004-2013
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Physical Assault*
 x An average of 17% of ju-
veniles reported physical 
assault by a family mem-
ber between FY 2004 and 
FY 2008. The percentage 
of juveniles who reported 
physical abuse by a fam-
ily member decreased be-
tween FY 2008 and FY 2011, 
then increased through FY 
2013. The trends from FY 
2011 to FY 2013 may have 
resulted from changes in 
data collection. (See note 
below.) 

 x A higher percentage of 
younger juveniles reported 
physical abuse by a family 
member compared to older 
juveniles.

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles reported 
physical abuse by a family 
member compared to black 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races.

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males reported physical 
abuse by a family member 
compared to males.

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History and Psychological Information forms. 

* Due to the addition of a “Multiple 
Parties” category on the FY 2011 
and FY 2012 reporting forms that 
did not specify if the parties in-
volved were family members, the 
percentage of juveniles reporting 
physical abuse specifically by fam-
ily members decreased in these 
FYs. The form was revised and 
clarified in FY 2013, resulting in an 
increase in the number of juveniles 
reporting physical abuse by family 
members. 

HHS published a report in 
2011 estimating that 9.3 

out of every 1,000 children 
under the age of 18 (1%) were 

victims of maltreatment in 
2010. Out of that 1%, 16% 

were victims of physical 
abuse.
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Sexual Assault by a Family Member, FY 2004-2013
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 x An average of 7% of juve-
niles reported sexual as-
sault by a family member 
since FY 2004. 

 x A higher percentage of 
white juveniles reported 
sexual assault by a family 
member compared to black 
juveniles and juveniles of 
other races.

 x A higher percentage of fe-
males reported sexual as-
sault by a family member 
compared to males. 

Data presented on this page are collected on the Social History and Psychological Information forms. 
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