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Where DJJ employees gather to stay informed and celebrate our victories

Veterans Day Date
Of Nov. 11 Rich In
History, Symbolism

Veterans Day is a day set aside to thank and 
honor all those who served honorably in the 
military, living and dead, whether in wartime 
or peace. The story of how the date of Nov. 11 
was chosen for this holiday is important to fully 
appreciate its significance.

By the fall of 1918, World War I had been 
raging for four years, leaving millions dead, 
including more than 116,000 American soldiers. 
Finally on Nov 11 (at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month), an armistice went into 
effect, ceasing hostilities between the allied 
nations and Germany. While World War I 
would not officially end until the signing of the 
Treaty of Versailles in June of the following 
year, Nov. 11 is generally regarded as the 
end of “the war to end all wars.” In November 
of 1919, President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
proclamation reflecting on the anniversary of 
the armistice and calling for a commemoration 
of Armistice Day. In 1926, Congress officially 

DJJ recently received the 
Virginia Veterans and Military 
Affairs’ Secretary Award at the 
annual V3 Awards Luncheon 
for “innovation with their overall 
support for veterans” and serving 
as a “pioneer for veteran employment.” 

From left: Department of Veterans Services Acting 
Commissioner Steven J. Combs, Deputy Secretary 
of Veterans and Defense Affairs Kathleen Jabs, V3 
Coordinator Sheanita Carter, Director Valerie Boykin, 
DVS Deputy Commissioner Annie Walker, and V3 
Program Manager Ross Koenig.

HR Wins V3 Award For
Veteran Recruitment Effort

(See “Veterans,” page 4) (See “Award,” page 4)
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Top row, from left: Aaron Vincion, Parole Officer, 
CSU 9–Williamsburg; Corey Mincey, Probation 
Officer, CSU 13–Richmond; Phillip Carpenter, 

Probation Officer, CSU 5–Suffolk. Center row, from 
left: Brian McGuire, Security Operations Manager, 

Bon Air JCC; Earl Anderson, Applications 
Manager; Dee Kirk, Northern Region Program 
Manager; David Smith, Resident Specialist; 
Caroline Fennell, Office Services Specialist, 
CSU 9–Williamsburg; Jim Nankervis, 
Director, CSU 12-Chesterfield.  Left, from 

top: Darrin Stearrett, Administrative 
Security Manager, Bon Air JCC; 

Jerry Avila, Probation Officer, CSU 
24–Lynchburg.  Right, from top: 
Jerry Johnson, Residential Training 
Supervisor;  Jennifer Madon, Office 
Services Specialist, CSU 10–Halifax.
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Top row, from left: John McMillion, 
Resident Specialist II; VyVyonne 
Dilbert, Administrative Supervisor, 
CSU 18–Alexandria; Mary Jackson, 
Licensed Practical Nurse, Bon Air JCC; 
Kimberly Hague, Intake Officer, CSU 4–Norfolk. 
Second row, from left: Lisa Boone, Office Services 
Supervisor, CSU 9–Williamsburg; Terry Wheeler, 
Probation Officer, CSU 20L–Loudoun; Mark Hurdle, 
Resident Specialist II; Richard Pittman, Trainer 
and Instructor II; Renee Copeland, Probation Officer, 
CSU 7–Newport News; Ricky Weeks, Rehabilitation 
Counselor I. Right, clockwise from lower left: Rodney 
Cain, Probation Officer, CSU 31–Manassas; Wayne 
Flournoy, Probation Officer, CSU 10–Halifax; 
Michael Emmons, Special Agent, Investigation Unit; 
Michael Sayles, Program Admin Specialist I. 
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The award submission included a series 
of recruitment materials prepared by 
DJJ’s V3 Coordinator Sheanita Carter that 
demonstrates our commitment to hiring and 
retaining Veterans, sponsoring events to 
honor them and their families, and involving 
Veterans in the recruitment process by 

recognized the end of World War I by calling on 
President Calvin Coolidge to issue an annual 
proclamation observing the day. Congress made 
Armistice Day a legal holiday in 1938. 

As we know, however, World War I sadly 
did not bring an end to all wars, and Americans 
were soon called to serve in a second worldwide 
conflict. In 1945, World War II veteran Raymond 
Weeks began promoting the idea of expanding 
Armistice Day to recognize all veterans, not just 
those who served in World War I, and in 1954, 
Congress passed an act changing Armistice Day 
to Veterans Day.

While Memorial Day, observed on the last 
Monday in May, originally was set aside to honor 
military personnel who died in the service of 
their country, Veterans Day is intended largely 
to thank living veterans for their service and to 
underscore the fact that all those who served—
not only those who died—have sacrificed and 

Award (Continued from page 1)

From left: Director Boykin celebrates with DJJ staff; Talent Acquisition, V3, Internship & HR Training Coordinator Sheanita Carter 
with Sgt. Richard Pittman; Carter displays V3 award.

attending Veteran job fairs. In DJJ’s winning 
entry, Sheanita stated that “Veterans, military 
members and their families bring unique 
abilities and experiences to DJJ’s civilian 
workforce. DJJ embraces their rich military 
history, leadership, teamwork, and dedication 
to push DJJ forward.”

done their duty. Importantly, the day recognizes 
the contributions of all veterans, whether or not 
their service was in combat. These veterans 
include all of those who served honorably in the 
U.S. armed forces, as well as those who served 
in the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
(NOAA) Commissioned Corps. 

Veterans (Continued from page 1)

The City of Alexandria held its annual Veterans Appreciation 
Program at City Hall. Attending, from left, were CSU 18–
Alexandria Administrative Supervisor VyVyonne Dilbert 
(U.S. Navy), Mayor Justin Wilson, and James Lightfoot 
(U.S. Air Force).

We also honor those who 
serve with distinction in 
the U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned 
Corps and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
(NOAA) Commissioned 
Corps. 
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CSU 4
Norfolk


