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Top left: Program Administrator Dr. Mark Hudson works with a student in one of Bon Air’s living units. Top right:
Dr. Melinda Boone confers diplomas on DJJ’s most recent graduates at outdoor commencement exercises. Below: Math
Instructor Tsui-mei Tsai works with a student virtually.

The Learning Continues

Six More Residents Graduate
Despite Pandemic Challenges
Bright sunshine and the sound of
congratulatory honking horns added to the
festive atmosphere on a recent Friday afternoon
as six Bon Air residents celebrated their victory
over a pandemic and long odds by receiving
their diplomas from DJJ’s Yvonne B. Miller
High School (YBMHS).
Finishing their high school education is
challenge enough for Bon Air’s residents. But
the sudden closure of classrooms ordered by
Gov. Ralph Northam back in March due to the
spread of the COVID-19 virus forced both DJJ’s
education staff and residents alike to adapt to
a situation none had ever experienced before.

Above: Outdoor, socially-distanced
commencement exercises at Bon
Air. Left: Each graduate received a
special keepsake face mask. Lower
left: Students study mathematics and
plumbing in online classes.

EDUTOPICS

When it became clear that in-person classes
would close indefinitely, DJJ staff developed
paper learning packets as a means of keeping
students engaged in some learning activities. The
Education Leadership Team worked to develop
strategies and actions to restart education,
including planning with IT. Through support of
Residential Services and IT staff, classes were
put online and brought into the living units,
thus reestablishing direct instruction. This was
exciting for both the teachers and the students.
Dr. Mark Hudson and his team worked
directly with Residential Services to set up
access to the units and to support all residential
staff who became the “boots on the ground” in
the units and serving as facilitators of access to
learning opportunities.
IT set up and distributed the computer carts
to each unit and continue today to ensure that
the network is functioning and supporting the
online curriculum.
“All
the
educational
services
and
programming we’ve done since the start of the
pandemic could not have been as successful
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Above: Yvonne B. Miller High School teachers cheer and honk their car horns to congratulate the latest graduates. Center:
Dr. Melinda Boone thanks teachers for coming to support their students. Below left: School Testing Coordinator Matthew
Dodd worked behind the scenes to ensure online learning went smoothly. Below right: Dodd, Special Education Instructor
Percy Brewer and Edgar Gardner of J. Sargent Reynolds Community College monitor a row of laptops during virtual
instruction.

as it has been without the cooperation and
collaboration of everyone,” said Dr. Melinda
Boone, DJJ’s Deputy Director for Education.
“The students have been most resilient during
this transition and have done well getting
back to learning. The YBMHS staff, along with
Residential Services, IT and the students have
worked extremely well together with the shared
goal of continuing education services.”
In looking forward to a summer program,
Dr. Boone said that staff will continue to work
closely with IT to establish video conferencing
capability, so that students and teachers can
interact with each other in “real time.”
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